Jewish Jo

Shopping for charity
Call goes out to shopaholics to
participate in J FCS fund ralser

By SHANI McMANUS
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Ferd & Gladys Alpert
Jewish Family & Chil-
dren’s Services is teaming
up with Bloomingdale's
for its annual charity ben-
efit shopping day at all
South Florida Blooming-
dale’s locations on Oct.
26, from opening to clos-
ing time.

“Indulge in a favorite
pastime while supporting
those in the community
who need help,” entreats
the flier advertising the
“3-Generations of Shop-
pers” fund-raiser.

The theme of “3-Gen-
erations of Shoppers” is
geared toward encourag-
ing grandmothers, moth-
ers and daughters, and
everyone else, to spend a
day shopping together
while benefiting a good
cause. Those who pur-
chase a $10-ticket from
AJFCS will get a 15-per-
cent discount on most
items in the store.

And in addition to bar-
gains, there will be music,
snacks and demonstra-
tions throughout the
stores, with ticket-sale
proceeds going to help
the agency, says AJFCS
board member Jennifer
Lesser, who is co-chair of
the fund-raising event,
along with her husband,
Palm Beach attorney
Gary L&sser

“We're hopin
achieve awareness for t
many services and pro-
grams of JFCS by spon-
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From left, Josie, 5, Jennifer, Lillian, 7, and Gary Lesser will be
participating in the “5-Generations of Shoppers” fund-raiser.

soring this event,” Jen-
nifer Lesser says. “And by
doing younger programs
like the Bloomingdale’s
shopping fund-raiser,
we're hoping to get
younger people involved
in JFCS.”

Though the Palm
Beach Gardens resident
has had a long history
with JFCS and its pletho-
ra of services for the com-
munity, she says her
heart is with JFCS’s do-
mestic abuse awareness
program, KOLOT, and
she, therefore, serves on
its steering committee.

“JFCS provides help for
the community that no

other service provides -
serving [people from]
young children to the el-
derly,” she says. “It's a
good cause.”

The goal of the Bloom-
ingdale’s fund-raiser is to
raise money for JFCS so
it can continue doing its
important work, Gary
Lesser says.

“Another goal is to in-
crease JFCS awareness,”
he says. “Many people
don’t realize the scope
and depth of how many
people are helped by its
work and services. JFCS
is vital - it is an agency in
the trenches; they some-
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times save lives.”

Lesser, who alon
Jennifer, their two
ters, Lillian, 7, and Josie,
3, and his mother, Staci
Brenner, a former board
member of JFCS, repre-
sent three generations of
activists and philan-
thropists for JFCS and
the Jewish Federation of
Palm Beach County.

“My mother was a big
role model for me,” Less-
er says. “I witnessed
what she was doing.”

Lesser’s older child,
Lillian, is following in her
family's footsteps by re-
cently donating her al-
lowance money to help
“needy Jewish people,”
Lesser says.

“I've always been very
involved in Jewish Feder-
ation, and through my
wife's involvement with
JFCS, I've seen their pro-

urnal

grams and learned how
many people they have
helped,” he says.

JFCS Executive Direc-
tor Neil Newstein says
the Lessers are a wonder-
ful family who have
made a difference in the
community.

“Jennifer is an absolute
pleasure,” he says. “They
are a wonderful couple -
50 community involved.”

Newstein also thanks
Bloomingdale's “for giv-
ing charities a chance to
make money,” and he
urges the community to
participate in the shop-

ping fund-raiser.

“We have to raise lots
and lots of money, and
raise community aware-
ness about the work of
JFCS,” Newstein says.

For more information,
or to purchase tickets for
the event, call Eileen
Trager, JFCS develop-
ment coordinator, at 561-
238-0259.



